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Special Events & Observances
· World Water Forum: 16 – 22 March 2006 in Mexico City, Mexico. For more information go to: www.worldwaterforum4.org.mx/home/home.asp
· World Water Day:  22 March 2006.   This day is an opportunity to raise awareness of the importance of conserving and managing our water resources by organizing initiatives and activities related to water.    See: www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/worldwaterday.html
· Earth Day :  22 April 2006.   See: 
www.earthday.net/resources/2006materials
Stories From Around the Globe
From Brazil.  On 7 Oct 2005, Brazilian Bishop D. Luis Flávio Cappio ended his hunger strike against the diversion of the São Francisco River – the second most important river in Brazil. According to the Bishop, the project would deprive poor people of water from the river, with more than 70% of the water to be used for industry. The Bishop’s act was supported by the Brazilian Bishop’s Confederation and the Land Pastoral Commission, and ended after a meeting with a Brazilian Government commission. The Brazilian Government was pressured by many Brazilian institutions and NGOs, including CLC Brazil and many other National CLCs who sent letters to Mr. Lula da Silva, Brazilian President.  This is a good example of how our voices can help impact governmental decisions affecting the poor.   
www.adital.com.br/site/noticia.asp?lang=PT&cod=19180 (Portuguese); or www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/32895/newsDate/10-Oct-2005/story.htm (English)
Share your stories!  Send to your national contacts. 

How Can You Contact Us?
We now have 17 contacts linking our national communities to each other and to the UN Working Groups (WG).  We are still looking to identify 43 more! For more information regarding a national contact’s job description, see Projects 127 which can be found at our website:  www.cvx-clc.net/pub.html. If your country does not yet have a national contact, you may contact the New York WG at: new-yorkwg@cvx-clc.net or the Geneva WG at: genevawg@cvx-clc.net.
Upcoming Working Group Meetings:

Geneva: 31March to 02 April
New York: 01 April to 02 April
UN Representatives Update
The 44th Session of the Commission on Social Development: 8 – 17 Feb in NYC.  UN Reps Jose Lim and Sylvia Schmitt have been attending sessions of the Committee on Social Development which is preparing for this commission. The priority theme is "Review of the First UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006). See:  www.un.org/esa/socdev/ngo/csocd44
The European CLC Forced Migration Group Meeting:   23 to 26 Feb in Alicante, Spain. Guy Maginzi, our WCLC Executive Secretary and UN Rep, will join the group to explore ways to link this network with the Geneva WG.  He has already asked a member from the network to join the WG at the Human Rights Commission in Geneva.

The 50th Session on the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW):  27 Feb to 10 Mar in NYC.  Our UN Rep Joan Woods has been working on committees in preparation for this session which will focus on education, health, and work opportunities for women.  She continues to network with other NGOs including the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, Loretto, Mercy, and Presentation as well as the International Catholic Organizations (ICO).  The ICO website is a very informative one: http://ICONY.op.org/
For more information on the CSW 50th Session, see:
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/50sess.htm 
The Human Rights Commission: 13 Mar to 21 Apr in Geneva.  Guy Maginzi will be present for one week, and the Geneva WG will join him for a couple of days.  

To learn more about the UN, its structure, its activities, and issues on its agenda, go to:  www.un.org
What Can You Do?

· Focus Areas of Water and Racism: 
Raise awareness of the water crisis in our world.  For example, over 1 billion people worldwide have no choice but to resort to potentially harmful water resources.  Organize activities to raise awareness: www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/howtogetinvolved.html
· Millenium Development Goals: Encourage your government to honor their financial commitment to these goals. See:  www.un.org/millenniumgoals
· Earth Charter: Is this a charter that your local or national CLC can sign on to?  See: www.earthcharter.org
· Pray for Christ’s Peace and Justice in our World
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